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CIS EE 
2004 H E N we fpeak of an Exciſe, or of the 
FISOSS Conveniency of Raiſing Moneys that 
TIRES way, we mean not ſimply the Excz/e now 
Eſtabliſhed and Settled upon Beer, and Ale, 
and other Liquors; but the whole Duties, 
ESE of any kind whatſoever, that are Charg 
tpon any Goods or Commodities expended within the Kin 
dom. \-The Duty of the-Cuſtoms, (an Ancient and Honouratt: 
Revenue) as alſo the Additional Duty ; when we conſider 
either the One, or the Other, ( naturs rei) in the ſtricteſt 
Conſideration of things, are no other'than a kind of Exciſe, 
- differing more in the Name, than in the Nature of the yy 
for, whar elſe are they but a Tax, Impofition or Cuſtom, ( 
they called as Men will have rhem,) pon the Commodities - 
that ate-ſpent, uſed or —_ 1 "a 
- 2 is 


,. > 


LIAMMAIL 


Receipr ( had it been well managed )) would, in a few. Years, 


ee ee— — — — — — — 
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This Notion being premiſed; there will be a fair way made, 
for the-better apprehending the Matter in hand, which is, To 


ſhew the Conveniency of Raiſing Moneys, by way of an Exciſe, 


upon ſuch Goods and Commodities as are ſpent among us ; 
from which we have the'Experience of that which is already 
ſettled, which will alfe give an-unqueſtionable Teſtimony of 
the Commodiouſneſs of ſuch, both xo His Majeſty and People; 
inaſmuchas thoſe Commodities we ſend Abroad, and thoſe we 
receive Home by our Merchants, Raiſe to the King little leſs 
than Seven Hundred Thouſand Pounds: per Aunum, and that in 
a very facile and eaſie way, and to the great Satisfaction of the 


People : Now, ſomewhat the like Sum may bsRaiſed from. 
ſome other Commoilities of the like-ufe, which is the Deſign 


of this Paper. = 

But before we mention .the Particulars, it may not be 
amiſs to demonſtrate, very briefly, wherein the . Con- 
veniency of this way of Raiſing doth confi: And thet it 
is þ Commodious as is fuggeſted ;which,will appear, if we 
conſider; " ” 2 | anita exit Ir A, -. 

Fir, That there is a $ 
Manner of Collection, an L 
of the People, than uſually is in other ways ; for herein is-4 
great Convenieney, inaſmuch as that when thisDuty is truly: 
paid by the Body of the People, who are the Spenders of the 


reat Conventency even in the very 


Commodities ; yet the Money bring epoſited by the Makers 


or Faftors, who. take it again, in: the Price &f them, At the 
Sale, the People pay it inſenſibly.in the Value of the Goods 
they Buy ;. for we muſt not think. that the Merchants. or 
Traders pay all the Money of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe; they 
are:but rhe Depoſitors of it, and the People paying it in-a: 
way ſo ſecret and inſenſible, it meeteth not with-any Contra- 
diction from them, as.it would do, were they themſelves tola 

down the preſent Money. We have a manifeſt Proof of what 
is now urged from the Buſineſs of the Hearth-Woney, a 


have 


abundantly more to the SatisfaRtion 


UMI 


have. brought to the Crown very great Sums-of Money, and 


| had daily increas it: and ſhould-there now, for ſcme time 


the Duty of One Shilling per Room, Le laid upon all Uſeful 
Rooms in every Houſe, we mean Mar/rors, or Dwelling- 
FHouſes, excepting therein the Garrets, Cloſets, Pantries, But= 
teries, and Paſteries, ( the Poor -to-be exempted from this 
Duty ) and all Perſons, paying either to the Poor, or Church, 
Living in Houſes of Two Rooms, to Pay but for One; if in 
Houſes of Three, to Pay for Two; and if in Houſes of Four, 
to Pay for the whole ; and fo upward. "This Duty well ma- 
naged will bring a Revenue greater than the Hearth-Money 
was. For, ſince the Repealing of that 4, a great many 
Thoufands of Houſes have been Built;- and beſides, there were 
Abundance of Houſes that were Erected in the Time that 
Duty on Fire-Hearths continued, that neither had Hearths or 
Chimneys in them ; Others had Hearths that never were 
laid or made uſe of ; 1o that very great Troubles and Diſputes 
did happen. thereupon... _ | | 2 
This Dizy being laid,: as is Propoſed, a 'Law may be fo 
effeQually made, that after a true ſurvey and- diſcharge of 
ſuch that are to be freed from that Duty, that Money will | 
corfie 'in withas much' Eaſe as any Tax. now ſcttled by 4 
of Patliament. +. == 
© Tris well known how that Revenue of Z7earth-Money grew 
ſo uneaſie, and vexatious; to the. People, the ill Management 
of the Farmers and Officers, were the true Cauſe of ſo many 
and. great Complaints :; But. the Receipt of this Duty, if ir 
ſhall be thought fit tobe for ſome time paid,. Offices muſt 
beErected in their ſeveral Counties, to which ( as inthe Caſe 
of Exciſe ) the People may repair, andpay in their Money, and 
receive their Acquittances gratis. And that, for Supply of 
His Majeſty's preſent extraordinary Occaſions, that Outy ro 
be paid at the beginning of .every Half Year, and fo forward. 
And ſuch Care muſt be taken ar firſt, upon the Survey, to 
ſettle all things fo, that there may be no room. {ft No __ 
| | | - People 
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People to' cavil at, or to think themſelves in the leaſt injured. 

Afhd as Houſes are New Ere&ted , the Conſtables of 
every Pariſh may be- obliged to give in to the Collectors an 
Account - wok f under his or their Hands, which may be made 
known to the next Juſtice of the Peace. LE. 

We will next Propoſe ſome orher Ways, very convenient 
for Raiſing Moneys, with the leaſt Apprehenſion of thoſe 
that pay it, if we conſider what large Supplies of __— may 
be had this Way: And it is very neceſlary that all Perſons do 
conſult and find out the eafieſt Way and Means for Raiſing 
preſent Supplies to His Majeſty. 

The Duty upon Salt was the next thing to be conſidered ; 
but thar being already Granted, it will not be amiſs to conſider 
and examin, when a Tax was formetly laid, of a Z7alf-Penny 
per Gallon, upon our own Salt ; and a Dwty proportionable 
upon Foreign ; the Sum then accounted for, and paid in, was 
about Thirty Thouſand Pounds per Anmntum ; the Salt allowed 
for the Fiſhery, being excepted ; under the Shelter whereof 


1 . abundance of Frauds were praQtfed, ſeveral quantities paſſing. 
under that Notion, that never came to that uſe: So. we will 
ſuppoſe three times the afore-ſaid Sutq, is or ought really to be 


accounted for, and: paid into His Majeſty's Exchequer ; be- 
fides, the Foreign Duty is very conſiderable, and the Kingdom 
having in it, at this rime, one Third part more of Sa/t Pans, 
than in the time the Duty was firſt laid upon it ; and, there- 
fore, far greater quantities muſt ' be now Made and Sald : 
And tho the Sa/ters may pretend to leave off their Working 
and Making Salt, by reaſon of the Daty on FAMls that are 
Water-born, there is not the leaſt doubt or fear of that. - For 
before the Duty of Twelve Pence 4 Buſhel was laid upon Sa!y, 
thoſe Salters in the Northern” Parts did Sell at Twenty Six 
Shillings a Wey ; and now the Duty is Forty Shillings a Wey, 
the Maker Sells for Four Pounds, Six Shillings and Eight Pence 
za W ey ; we would therefore know where the Maker has any 
Loſs, or if hePay any conſiderable part of that Duty to theXing : 


But 
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'But the Generality of Cemplainers are ſuch as get the moſt, 


when any mpofition is laid upon any Commodity, as in the 
Caſe of Exciſe and Salt, And.it is moſt certain, that if this 


| me were not laid, under which the Sa/ters take the Libert 
to 


Il at their own Rates, Sa/t would be Sold again, in all 
the Northern Parts, at the Old Rate of-7wenty Six Shillings 
a Wey, and where then would their Advantage be? So that 
the Duty upon'Sa/t may very well be computed at Ninety Thou 
ſand Pounds per Annum, atleaſt, beſides Allowance for the Fiſhery. 

"Next, It will be a moſt convenient Way of Raiſing Money, 
if we conſider what large Supplies may be had this way, no 
Sum of Money that the Neceſlity of the Kingdom can require 
being too —_ to be charged upon it. | | | 

England is a populous and liberal Countrey, and of a vaſt 
Expence ; inſomuch, as were there ah Eſtimate made of the 
whole, and the whole made'to pay, as now ſome part of it 
doth, it 1s inconceivable the Value of it : For, if a Cu/fom or 
pg on Foreign Goods, ( for otherwiſe we cannot, it 
adhering ſtill to our former Notion, that a Cuſtom and Exciſe 
are but the fame thing) we fay, if the Cuſtom of the 'Com- 
modities of other Nations, that are ſpent among us, and no 
more of our own ManufaQtures than what we ſend beyond 
the Seas, do Raiſe to His Majeſty Seven Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, or more, per Annum ; What do we think 'may be 
Raifed from thoſe- other of our Native Commodities that are 
ſpent among us, were they-brought under the like Impoſition? 
This being moſt certain, that the Expence upon our own 
Growth, Product and Manufacture, is abundantly more than 
our Expence of Foreign Goods, which will appear clearly by 
this; namely, That the Commodities of Beer, Ale, Gc. C and . 
no more of that neither than is Bought and Sold) do raiſe more 
Money than all the Foreign Goods Imported do amount to. 

To make all this more manifeſt, and in order to a Recitation 
of Particulars, we would Propoſe one general Maxim, to 
which, if regard be had in = Settling the Zxciſe _ any 

; . .OM= 
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Commodities, it canneverfail of the ends Propoſed, and that is. 
this. YViz. | 

That whatſoever Commodities be made Excifable, are to be: - 
of a large,univerſal and neceſſary Expence; Of large Expence, 
otherwiſe, there will be a great Noiſe to little Purpoſe. If 
it be of gn Univerfal Expence, then every Man will bear his. 
Lot. IF'it be of Neceſlary Expence, there will be no avoid- 
img the Uſe of that Commodity. 

The Truth is, who-ever will throughly weigh this Maxim, 
ſhall, from the Inferences deducible trom it, anſwer whatever 
- ObjeCtions can be made againſt laying an Additional Exciſe: 
We have it all made good in the Inſtance of that Exciſe which 
is now ſettled, (viz.) Beer, &c. It.is a Commodity of large 
Expence, and fo a large Sum of Money. is Raiſed from it. 
It is of Univerſal Expence, and fo wo | Man pays his part 
init: It is of a neceſſary Expence, and ſo neceſſary, as no- 
Man can be without it; and therefore can never hinder 
Trade: And nevertheleſs all thoſe Sums of Money that have 
been, for ſeveral Years, Raifed from it, no Man can conclude, 
that there hath been ſo much as one Barrel of Beer the leſs 
Brewed for that Impoſition that is laid upon it. . ._ , _. 

Things being thus far diſcuſſed, as to the grand Conve- 
niency of it, we will conſider what particular Goods and Com- 
 wodities will fall under theſe Rates, and . become thus cans 
' venient to be put under an Exciſe. — 
 _ Anorher thing of the like Large, Univerſal and ny 

expence, is our {{{ogl,or Woolen Commodities,wherewith. - 
this Kingdom eminently abounds, and expands its ſelf into many 
Branches ; as Cloth,Bayes, Tameys,Serges, Says, Stockings, Linſey- 
Woolſey, Stuff, Cottous, &c. which are made in many Parts of the 
Kingdom, ſome Parts whereof pay no Aulvage, which may be 
very conſiderable, if all were brought to-pay 7welva Pence per 
Pound, according to the Value of them : To be paid by bim 
that doth firſt Buy them from the Maker, will, accarding to- 
_ our Computation from the Au/nage Duty, amount to Seventy 

2 -- Thouſand 
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Ti wh Pounds per Annum, and this will be as eaſily colleQed 
as tnar 1s. h 

That this can do no Harm to our Trade at Home, will be 
clear, by referring to our former Maxim; nor can it prejudice 
our Trade Abroad, becauſe the Rate propofed is ſo incon- 
{iderable, as it can have no influence on Trade, to hinder the 
Sale of theſe Commodities we ſend out: If it ſhould be 
thought to do fo, there may be Proviſion made for what is 
Exported ; but then, what is ſpent at Home we would Pro- 
poſe to go at a higher Rate. = 2 

Another Commodity, of a Large, Univerſal and Neceſfary 
Expence, is TalloW. lt is little known what a vaſt Quantity 
of this Commodity 1s ſpent in Eng/and. It will bear an 
Exciſe of Five - Shillizgs for every Hundred Weight. The 
Colleftion will lye beft from the firſt Melter, giving him a 
Months Time for Payment, from the Time of his firſt 
Melting. The Value that this will amount to, will be beſt 
+ ſeen, by conſidering the Expence of this Commodity 3 as 
chiefly in Caxdles : Five Shillings upon the Hundred Weight 
of Zallow, will reduce them to near Six Pence upon eve 
Dozen: Now, at this Rate, we obſerve, That the middle 
and meaner Sort of People ſpend as many, as, at Six Pence 
ger Dozen, will anfwer a greater Sum than is paid for their 
Rooms, ſo that the Gentry and Nobility will conſequently 
Pay conſiderably more: We find alſo, befides the ſtanding 
Expence of private Families, there are accidental Expences ; 
2s thoſe that are ſpent in Zaverns, Play-Houſes, at Sea, on 
.Shep-board, and in Churches, Mines and Cofferies ; we find 
allo many of our Caxd/es Bought by Foreigners ; and beſides 
all theſe, the great Quantity of 7a/low that is ſpent in making 
.of Soap : All which will equal the Expence of private 
Houſes, . and, in the whole, may produce Eighty Thouſand 
Pounds per Anuum. | 

Another way for the Advancing this Exciſe, is,that the reſpe- 
ive private Familics in the —_— Counties in Exg/and, may 
D 2 pay 
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an Exciſe for their 2Brer,:as all the Families in the Cir 
of London, and all other great Towns do, where the People 
take their Beer from the H—_ Brewer. 

Now, to bring all Families to the. ſame Standard, is ſurely 
no hard matter, fave only the. difficulty will be how to 
ColleCt it, fince it will be ſo unfit to give ſuch a Liberty to 
| Officers, as to enter all private Houſes, to take the Inſpection ; 

but this is eaſily prevented, by putting it into another way, 
wiz, That every Malſter, or Maker of Malt, ſhall give a 
true Entry of all the Malz he ſhall Sell ; and whatſoever is 
Sold to any Private Houſe, to Pay. Six Pence per Buſhel : 
This is one Way, and may be of great Advantage for other 
Purpoſes than what we are now ſpeaking of : Orelſe, a 
Second way. may be, to charge-the whole Confumption of 
Malt with a /ow Duty, that is, at Three Pence per Buſhel, to 

be paid by the Maker ; and at this low Rate may be Raiſed 
Two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Pounds Annually, becauſe 
of the vaſt Expence of it. We know it will be preſently 
Obje&ed, That by reaſon there is an Exciſe on: Beer, this 
will be ſomewhat hard. To which we anſwer, No, not at 
this time, when Malt is at fo moderate a Price to what it 
was formerly ; which 1s ſuch, as that all Perſons would, not- 
withſtanding this Duty, Brew their Beer at little more than 
one Third. part of the Price they did Pay at that time. 
Could it be diſcerned, that thoſe that Brew Beer for Sale 
C who will be the chief. Perſons that make the Objeion 
did, upon Conſideration of the great Plenty, Sell twice as 
much for Money as they did. before, or make it anſwerably 
good in the Quality, ( which indeed cannot well be) there 
would not a Word be ſaid more of this kind ; but finding no 
{ach thing as this done, it cannot be taken amiſs to-Plead, 
that the King may have a little ſhare in this Publick Benefit, 
and their Fellow-Subjeds alſo, in being ſomewhat eaſed in 
other Payments. When the Parliament had Granted that 
Noble Royal Aid of Five and Twenty Hundred Thouſand Pounds, 
_ | and 
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and afterwards ſeeing the King's Neceſſities require more 
Moneys, did they not very chearfully make an Addition, 
by Increafing thoſe Rates formerly ſettled, when they faw 
their Rents in a manner falling. And. ſhall theſe Men 
ſtumble at: this ſmall Addition, when their Profits are fo 
Increaſing, they may well take Notice how indulgent Au- 
thority hath been in not holding them to the Stridtneſs of 
thoſe Statutes all along, which did enjoyn them to ſuch Rates, 
Prices, and Meaſures in Selling their: Beer”, - as ſhould they 
have been held to obſerve, it would have hindered them 
more in One Year, than this would do in Two :vSo that from 
the whole we cannot but Propoſe, that while the Bleſſing 
of this great Plenty continueth, and the Prices of Malt not 
riſing, it may, for ſome time, at leaſt be ſubmitted to this 
ſmall mpofition. The InſpeCtion of this being eaſily made, for all 
coming to the Ciſtern; it is as eaſie to ſee what Barley is ſteeped 
in a Ciſtern, and take an Account of it, as to know what 
Beer is ſet to work in a Tun. This ſmall Duty being laid 
upon Malt, will be of the fame Advantage as the Charging 
rhe Duty upon the Coffee-Berry, Tea, and Chocolate, at the 
Cuſtom-Howuſe is found to be. 

Another Commodity of great, Univerſal and Neceſhry 
Expence, is our Leather or ÞpDes ; There are ſpent near 
Ten Thouſand every Week, we are ſure there are as many 
great Cattle Killd, from whence we take the Eſtimation. 
This Commodity is ſpent ſeveral ways ; as in Coaches, Boots, 
Saddles, Shoes, Holſters, &c. A Duty of Two Shillings per 
Hyde on each great Hyde, -One Shilling upon leſſer Hydes, 
and One Shilling a Dozen upon Catves-Skins Tann'd, will, at 
that Rate; Raiſe about Thirty Five Thouſand: Pounels per Annum; 

Another Commodity of Univerſal Expence,-is pats ; They 
are of Three degrees ; as Bevers, Caſters, and Felts. Four 
Shillings on every Bever, Twelve Pence on every Caſter, and 
Six Pence on every Felt, to be paid by him thar firſt Buyes 
them from the Maker, is a.Rate which they will bear. mo 
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"this will-produce, it is hard'to make an Eſtimation, in regard 
there are not ſuch Rules to proceed by as in other things ; 
but, undoubtedly, it will amount to One Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum. 

| The next thing we ſhall name, is our Home-made Silks : 
They are of a large Expence, and —_— too z by how 
—_ it is neceſſary for the Gentry to be diſtinguiſhed from 
other Perſons: Of which,zdivers ſorts are made in England, 
and moſt conſumed within our ſelves. Theſe being judged 
"Commodities of a more ſuperfluous Expence, may bear the 
greater Duty, as Twelve Pence or Eighteen Pence on every 
Twenty Shillings Value : And this alſo muſt neceſlarily produce 
a good Sum of Money Annally, ſince we find, not only among 
our Gentry, but our Lower ſort of People, yea, even unto 
Servants, Silks are made Common among them. What 
Sum of Money it may Annually produce, is likewiſe hard to 
compure,for the Value of them hath not been lately conſider'd, 
but it cannot fail of producing agood Receipt of Money. 

The laſt thing we ſhall mention, for the Advancement of 
Money this Way, is the bringing all the Fozeign Com- 
modities ſpent among us, to Pay' the fame Rate as they did 
in the Year 1656, and fo for ſome Years following. This 
will Raiſe One Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Pounds, or rather 
more. That this was no Prejudice to Trade, needs no other 
Proof, than that in thoſe times ; while theſe Goods paid theſe 
Rates, there was a greater Importation of them, than ever 
hath been ſince. | 

Theſe are the Principal Commodities of a Large, Univerſal 
and Neceſlary Expence, upon which may be Raiſed a Mzi/lion 
of Mozey per Annum, with the fame Eaſe as the Money is now 
5m from the preſent Rates of rhe Cuſtoms, and the Exciſe 
-of Beer, 
_ Andto bea little earneſt in the Caſe, What hath any Man 
to ſay þy xm it, if he will reaſon by Arguments properly 
deduced from the Nature of Trade, and true Conſtitution of 


things. | 
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things. What Difference is there between Raiſing Moneys: 
this Way, and the Cuyfoms > What greater Difference is there 
in the Managing or Improving this now Propoſed, than that 
which is already, Settled 2 In the "Cuſtoms, the Merchant 
makes his Entry, pays the Money, and receives it again in 
the Sale of his Goods. In the Exciſe of Beer, the Brewer 
doth the fame. So here the Salter, the Melters of Tallow, 
the Firſt Buyers of Woolen Manufaftares, the Tanner for the 
Hydes, the Malſter for his Malt, &&c. in their ſeveral Capa- 
cities, make their Entry, pay the Money, and tak@ it again 
in the Sale thereof: Where then is the Intricacy or Difficulty 2- 
or, What is this more than the Cy/foms expanded into other: - 
Particulars ? 

Moſt of what is here Propofed, was ready ſome Years. 
ſince to have been Offered to the Conſideration of the Honour-- | 
able ZZouſe of Commons ; but the Propoſer did not then meet. 
with any great Incouragement for it, until now, there being,. 
at this time, great Occaſion for Raiſing Money by the moſt 
Eafie and Univerſal Way, in Order to fave ſomething of the 
Land-Tax, which is, and muſt be the ſtanding Prop upon all: 
Occaſions. If theſe Duties be well managed, when laid on, there 
will not be any doubt, but very great and conſiderable Sup-- 
plies of Money will be had to manage, and carry on the 
War againſt Fraxce with more Vigour than ever. ; 

' And whereas it may be ſaid, This Duty being now laid on; 
the Sellers will ſet up extraordinary Rates upon their Com- 
modities, and thereby get Eſtates out of the Ruins of them. 
that Buy. It is anſwer'd, That great Care will be taken, 
that the Sellers may be kept to the Prices accuſtomed for 
fome Years paſt, and ſhall not impoſe any more upon the- 


Buyer than the Duty now laid upon the ſeveral Commodities. 


Having attempted thus, in brief, to ſhew, according to- 
the beft of my —— how a conſiderable Sum of 
Money may, with much Eaſe and Equality, be Raifed by 


an Exciſe, on ſome few particular Commodities, for the 


T4 : 
- carrying on the War againſt Fravce z the laying the ſame; 


ot ſome other Exciſe, as may be thought fit : As alſo, the fur- 
ther Improving of it on many other Particulars, not here ſet 
down, is,' with all Humility, Submitted to the great Wiſdom 
and Conſideration of this Honourable Houſe. 
By Your Honouks 
Moſt Humble 
and Obedient 


Servant, 


W. = 


Poſtſcript: 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T HESE ſeveral Particulars following, as well as what 

has been Propoſed: before, being all very neceſfary-to 
be made uſe of, will preſently bring in very great Sums-of 
Money, the Dutzes following being laid upon them, (which 
they may very well bear. 


Imprimss. | 
All Great Black Cattle of Z»g/and, the Price being Ter 
Pound each, or more, ito Pay-for every Head, Ten Shillings, 


when they are Sold in Market ; where all Perſons ſhall be 
obliged to bring them for Sale. 


Hem. All Black Tattle of Zg/ad, under the Rate of 72x 
Pounds, and above Three Pounds, to pay Five Shillings per 
Head, and all under Three Pounds, to pay Two Shillings and 
Six Pence. 


Trem. All Calves that are Sold in the Market for Twenty 
Shillings, or above, to pay One Shiling ; and all under that 
Rate to pay Sx Pence a piece. | 


7tem. All Large Engliſh Sheep that. are Sold for- Four- 
teen Pound a Score, or upwards, to pay Six Shillings and 
Eight Pence per Score. 


7tem. All Smaller Sheep that are Sold for Seven Pounds 
a Score, or under, to pay Oxe Shilling and Eight Pence a - 
Score ; and for Lambs the fame. 
['S | Ttem. 
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| em; All Gteat Swinie, Sold. for above Twenty Shillings, 


to pay Twelve Pence a piece ; and for thoſe under that Price, . 
to pay Six Pence a piece, of any Sort: 


Ttem. For- all fuch Black Cattle as are- brought from - 
Scotland, which: have, for 'many Years; been exempt from 
Paying any Duty: The er may now be obliged to 
make Entry of all ſuch Cattle, Sheep and Hozſes, at Car/i/c 
or Berwick, and there pay for each Head of Black Cattle 
Tivo Shillings. | 


. Trem. That every Score of Sheep from Scotland ſhall pay 
One Shilling and Eight Pence, Lambs 7en Pexce; and for, 
every Holt and Mare, One Shilling. | 


venicnt for the Subject. 


ten Thr wn 


——_—_— — —_ —_— 
—_— 


th. 


—_ . 


'Some things are bere Offered,” making eafie to be un- 

derftood the Equality of Rates that is ſet upou thoſe 

. enumerated Commodities Propoſed. The Method 

of Surveying the Rooms, and Colledling the Dates, 

as "tis ſaid in the Propoſal, and with what 

little Trouble thoſe great. Sums may be brought, 

and that wery ſuddenly into His Majeſty's 
Exchequer. 


8 E begin with'a Duty 'upon Rooms, which may be 

Survey'd thus: And that the People may not be di- 
ſturb'd with ſeeing ſtrange Faces amongſt them, it will be 
beſt to have the Coy/table of every Pariſh and a Church-Warden, 


taking with"them an Offcer, appointed by the Right Honour- 


able the Lords of the Treaſury, by deputation, who may ſurvey 
each *'Houſe, not ſo early in the Morning, as to diſturb the. 
Family, nor at Dinner-time, nor late at Night ; fo —_— 

e 


- made*their -Entry of the Number of Rooms incevery Hou 
that are chargable withthe Duty, they ſhall fairly Write a Liſt - 


thereof, Signed -under their Hands, and preſent the ſame to 
the Juſtices of the Peace, at their Seſſions, which may be kept 
as a Record, and a-Duplicate thereof given to the Col/ector or 


*Collefors in their Diſtricts, who is thereby to receive the 


Moneys, either at a convenient Office, appointed for that 
uſe ; or, otherwiſe, as may be thought or found moſt con- 


C 2 Next, 
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Next, We will ſhew the Eaſineſs and Inconſiderableneſs of 
tliis Duty in its 0 — in the main, much Money. will 
come in by it. We will fay, that no Perſon of Quality 
Paying this Duty, or indeed any elſe, will, in a little time, 
know or trouble themſelves with the Payments : For, we 
do affirm, That. if. they will ſpare out of. their Kitchin, in 
one whole Year, the Expence but of one quarter of Beef, 
out of their former Conſumption, that Money will diſcharge 
the Duties. laid upon their . Rooms, or exipended in Sale. 
For we ſay, a Perſon of Quality will have eaten in his 
Houſe, and that very often, a quarter of Beef, which will coſt 
Forty Shillings ; and it ia great Houſe that will be charged with 
Thirty Rooms, and then will remain for Salt Ten Shillings ; 
and fo in a private Gentleman's Family, a quarter of Beef will 
coſt Thirty Shillings, and the Houſe willſeldom have more than 
Fifteen Rooms to pay for, and the remains will diſcharge the 
Duty of Salt with Advantage ; it will likewiſe be fo in all 
other Families. As for all Publick Houſes or Lodgings, that 
Money will readily be paid ; for they will ſoon receive the 
fame again from ſuch as lodge or deal with them. The Te- 
nant muſt anſwer-the Duty, and the Landlord and he-ſhear 
the Payment equally if they think fit. The Houſes once 
ſurveyed are-never to be ſo again ; but Additions and New: 
Houſes are to be ſurveyed. A Houſe wherein: there is no 
Dweller is not to be ſurveyed, until the Landlord or Tenant 
be Poſſeſs'd, or Dwelling there. It is hop'd thus much may 
{erve, to ſhew the Cheapneſs and-Eaſineſs of this Duty, and 

the Rule to ſurvey by. | | 
Next is Salt ; That Duty is not here, as in Fraxce,- forc'd 
upon the Subjects, and they obliged to take Sa// either accord- 
ing to the Quality of the Perſon, or Number in Families ; 
and though the oy .be conſiderable in the whole, and will 
Raiſe, as is Propoſed, much Money ; yet being ſpent in pri- 
vate Familics, and.in none above Six Buſhel in a. Year, the 
way before-mentioned,' as to Expence. of all private Houſes, 
| may 
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may fatisfie how eaſie- it is to all ſorts of People : If for for 
private Families, From whence will thefe great Sums ariſe 
that have been Propoſed? It is Anſwered, That though the 
Fiſhery and over-Sea Salt be. provided for,- yet the Quantities 
ſpent in Serving the Royal Navy, the Victualling of it, and 
all Merchant Ships, and ſuch as Trade into all Parts. of the 
World; as alſo, in all farts- of Fleth or Fiſh that are curd at 
Horne, and ſent Abroad; and in making of Cheeſe, and ſaving 
of Butter-; all which- cauſe the Expence of Salt to be very 
great, and the Duty returns. again. inſenſibly into the firſt 
Depoſitor of the Money : And a great Happineſs in this, and 
in the other Propoſals, 1s, That no Man is forc'd to Pay any 
of - theſe Duties, but ſuch as pleaſe, and have Occaſion for 
them. __ | 

The next.is Tallow; That Duty may well be paid, and 
Collected with as-much Eaſe as-any other: Ir will bring in 
much Money ; the particular Ways of Expence,  } of 
other Commodities made from-it, may be ſufficient to evince 
the ſame, as is expreſſed in-the Propoſal. | 

As for the Duty. of Malt,. it is-ho 
in the Propoſal may be fufficient, ne 1 
Arguments. - * 

And as .for Woolen Banufaitures, whar is ſaid of them 
may be thought. a very. eafie Duty, there being no Duty 
hid upon Tool UnwWought ; and, in a few Months, 
the Payer will not well know, or at leaſt conſider, when he 
has paid it. 

And fo for thats,.. no Duty being: on- Wo0l, . the Felts 
need not be much advanc'd in their Rates, nor other Hats, 
none being obliged to Pay, but left-to. their ſelves, either to 
Buy, or not to. Buy. | 

Now, for all Tanwd Leather, no other being. Charge- 
able; Great ÞyDes at 7wo Shillings, Leſs at One Shilling, 
and Calves Skins One $h:/ling per Dozen. None necd- to 
fear it will- much advance the Price of either Shoes or Boots; 
if the People be Juſtly dealt withall, | 


zeeds not-any further 


d what has been faid.. 


As: 
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"As for Example. One Ox Hyde and a Cow Hyde, with 
Two Calves Skins, will make Twenty Four pair of large 
' Shoes, which will not ( according to the Duty laid upon they) 
come to more than 7wo Pence a Pair of Shoes; and what 
great matter is this ; for ſome wear but one ' Pair, others 
Two, ſome Three, and very few Four in a whole Year; ſo 
that Two Pence a Pair will juſt pay the Duty on Shoes, But 
it were good a Proclamation were ſet forth to aſlertain the 
Rates upon ſeveral Commodities, that the Subjects. might not 
be impos'd upon by the Injuſtice of the Sellers; * pet it is 
believed that few Buyers would be pleaſed to be confined, 
thinking their Pennyworths rhe worſe for being _ 

And for Silks, what hath been faid in the Propoſal, may 
be thought ſufficient; for it is certain, never were there 
more Worn or Imported than when a great Duty was upon 
them; nor was it ever known in this Kingdom, that any 
Duty or Tmpoſition, laid upon any Commodity, either Foreign 
or Domeſtick, did ever hinder the Sale or expence thereof ; 
and it is well known, that very great — has befall' 
the Brewers, Vintners, and Fiftuallers, and all Trading in 
Liquids, fince Duties have been laid ; ſome in Ten Years 
Buying Eſtates of ſeveral Hundred Founds per Annum ; 10 it 
4s: concluded, That the Duties and Impoſitions upon Eating, 
as well as Drinking, and orher ways, will never hinder Trade, 
or leſſen the Contumption of any 'Commodity, as 'is faid in 
another Place. | 7 

If it bechought that the Duty on Great Cattle, Sheep, &c. 
will heighten the Prices of Meat ; that is little to be feared, 
if the Butchers be any ways Juſt. For inſtance, we will ſet 
down Eur One Rule ; asthus, An Ox or Cow under the-Price 
of Ten Pounds, pays Five Shillings Duty ; that Ox *or "Cow 
being killed may Weigh Six or Seven Hundred, and fome a 
Thoufand Weight : ' Now, to bring this to aCertainty, we will 
' reducethe ſame to Five Hundred, at Six Score to the Hundred, 
- the ſaid Ox or Cow we will divide into. Five Quarters ; m of 


%- 
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which being the Z7yde and 7allow, we will lay aſide, there” 
being a Duty intended on them ; and then the other Four 

rters we will charge with the Five Shillings Duty, and 
taking the Weight of every Quarter to be Six Score Pounds, 
the Duty to be paid again.to the Butcher, will charge the 
ay but with half a Farthing a Pound at the moſt: And 
as for Great Sheep, the Duty being but Four Pence a Sheep, - 
will not be near a Perry a Quarter; and where then is this - 
oreat Cauſe for Fear. 

And now, to draw towards a Concluſion, 'tis Humbly-: 
Propoſed, that theſe ſeveral Duties, whether called by the 
Name of an 41d, or the Name of a General Contribution, for 
Faſing, Quieting, and Settling the Minds of the Subjects, du- 
ring the New Coynage; or a Tax, or a Neceſſary Gift, or a 
Seaſonable Supply, an Exciſe, or Impoſition, it matters not« 
much under what Denomination it goes ; but we are ſure, 
the Duties will not fail of. being well and readily paid. Theſe - 
things being Granted and- Settled, either for Carrying on-: 
the War againſt France, or as a Fund for Raiſing 7wo Millions, 
for the —_— His Majeſty to take in, and make good to. 
His SubjeQs, all manner of Damages they might ſuſtain by - 
their having Received any Clipt or Counterfeit Money, or through : 
Ignorance, any Mzixt or Baſe Metal, of what Kind or Nature- 
ſoever, that had the Face of Majeſty on it.. | 

And it is alſo Humbly Propotel That until ſuch time as-> 
Money can be Coyned, all Bad and Clipt Money' may be ſuf: 
fered to paſs from Hand to Hand, until it comes to be paid: 
by Taxes, Loans, Cuſtoms, Exciſe, or any other way, into the - 
Receipt of the Exchequer ;. and that Guinneas alſo be ſuffered + 
to paſs in Payment, as now, at Thirty Shillings. By theſe- 
Ways, all ſuch Money will be brought into the Exchequer in + 
a very little time ; and, it is hoped, in much leſs than a Year, 
not one piece of 2// Money will be {een or found in the Nation : | 
'Fhe Shortneſs of the Time will haſten the Money into the: 
Exchequer, ando kave very little room for the C/ppers : =_ 
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"Care muſt be taken to prevent our Neighbours trum ingupon 
'us in the little Time allowed for ſuch Guiz»eas and Money to 
paſs. Theſe are Means, if well apply'd, will Eafe the People 
that'are now Diſtracted, they having no Sort of Money that 
will enable them either to Pay their Debts, or, indeed, Buy 
Bread for their Families, but at double Rates. The Way and 
Method to be.uſed for Commanding all Perſons, as well-to 
Receive, as Pay what Sorts of Money they have, and fo to 
paſs from Hand to Hand, until it be lodg'd in the Exchequer, 
as is afore-ſaid, and diſpoſed of according to Order, is wholly 
left to the Great Council of the Nation. 
| TheSubjeats upon this will be wonderfully fatisfied, and all 
the ſmall Trades be kept on with Pleaſure : From hence we 
may take a Proſpect of the future Happineſs and Greatneſs of 
our Nation, which will be the moſt Glorious of all her Neigh- 
bours, who will be much diſappointed in.their Meaſures con- 
cerning our Government : And as we, who are now Living, 
have cauſe, ſo thoſe that ſucceed us, will have great Reaſon to 
acknowledge the great Prudence and wonderful Actions of 
the Parliament of England in the Year 1695. Under our 
Great and Glorious, and alſo Victorious King W ILLI 4 M, 
whom we Pray may long Reign over Us. 
 Andnow, ſhould theſe Dut:es be thought fit to be laid, and 
continued for ſome Time, we do believe there will not (during 
the Continuance thereof ) be any Need or Cauſe of laying 
the former, or any other 7ax, on Lands, which being the 
ſtanding Prop of the Kingdom, ought ro be ſecur'd, as 
much as poſſible, from great Taxes, 


\ 
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